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Aides Say Removal Lacks Local Push 



By LOU CANNON 

Washington Past Staff Writer 

.... SAN CLEMENTE, Calif. 
.Jane 5 — The unyielding tone 
v ot President Nixon’s defiant 
. answer to the Senate Water- 
-gate committee is based on 
.r* survey of key congres- 
sional districts which pur- 
t portedly shows declining 
sentiment for impeachment. 

- White House sources said 
..that the lack of any strong 
grassroots push for impeach- 
ment hardened Mr; Nixon in 
ihis first impulses of refus- 
ing, tb cooperate with the 
committee. Mr. Nixon on 
Friday declined to comply 
with committee subpoenas * 
for nearly 500 documents 
and called the request an at- 
tempt at “an unconstitu- 
tional usurpation of power.” 

K At the same time, accord- 
ing to one highly placed 
aide, Mr. Nixon has deter- 
joqiqed to turn over his 
•Watergate defense “lock, . 
stock and barrel” to James 
D. St Clair, the high-pow- 
ered Boston attorney who 
took over the Watergate de- 
fense Friday. St. Clair will 
become the President’s de- 
fense attorney, heading a 
^eefed-up “legal task force,” 
;*f -the House votes an im- 
peachment resolution. 

’ Up to now the President 
ras been keeping Jn touch 
lay-to-day with the legal iria- 
leuveripgs \ pn - Watergate. 
Despite public -utterances to 
he con&ai-y, White House 
ifficials have been increas- 
ng concerned with the way 
n which Watergate has dis- 
racted Mr. Nixon from oth- 
ir issues. 

Now, say the President's 
aides, this period of per- 
sonal immersion in Water- 
gate is over. 



- A survey of more than 20 
strategic congressional dis- 
tricts, mostly based on the 
findings of * coongressmen 
who were home for the holi- 
v.‘day recess, has convinced 
/Mr. Nixon that the popular 
groundswell which the 

White House regards as a 
condition for a successful 
impeachment move is lack- 
ing. v "** v 

However, the survey does 
show that the President is 
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held In minimum regard by 
many voters and that the 
related issues of energy and 
the economy are politically 
troublesome both for the ad- 
ministration and the Repub- 
lican Party. 

Aides say that the Presi- 
dent has concluded from 
this combination of good 
news and bad news that his * 
best chances of avoiding im- 
peachment and regaining a* 
measure of popularity lie in 
successful domestic initia- 
tives. The No. 1 priority, 
which also relates to Mr. 
Nixon’s foreign policy objec- 
tives, is to end the Arab oil 
embargo and to be able to 
announce to the American 
people that the energy 
shortage ha$ eased v 

Mr. Nixon is als6isajd to 
believe that his historical 
role i as “peacemaker” will < 
be assured if the Arab-Is- 
raeli talks end in some kind 
of settlement and if he is 
able to broaden the detente 
with' both the Soviet Union 
and China. 

‘•He is going to go full 
speed ahead toward these 
and other objectives and let 
the lawyers defensed Water- 



gate,” said one key aide, 
“We don’t think there are 
the votes for impeachment, 
but in the unlikely event 
that impeachment occurs, 
he’ll then be in the position 
.of going down with all flags 
flying.” 

This comment reflects the 
basic dualism of the White 
House thinking on Water- 
gate. On one hand, the Pres- 
ident is convinced he has re- 
covered sufficiently to go on 
the offensive against the 
Senate Watergate commit- 
tee and to boldly express 
the unyielding attitude he 
has always held toward com- 
mittee requests for coopera- 
tion. On the other, he pro- 
ceeds with the underlying/, 
assumption that he has lost 
ground with the American 
people that can never be re- 
covered. 

This, in turn, has led to 
the conclusion by Mr. Nixon 
that his best chance for sur- 
vival lies in showing the 
American people that he is 
still a capable leader despite 
all the disclosures of the 
Watergate scandal. 

Mr. Nixon is described as 
almost reconciled to* the fact 
that he will remain an unpo- 
pular President through the 
balance of his term. He has 
sometimes , spoken to aides 
of President Truman’s low 
popularity in 1952,. adding 
that Mr. Truman 4s now 
widely regarded as ’ having 
been a good President. 

Only this past week, .chief 
of staff Alexander M. Haig 
Jr. said that Mr. Nixon be- 
lieves that the “ludgment of 
history” will rank him as a 
President of high achieve- \ 
merit 

The President is also de- 




picted as being much more 
assured about his Watergate 
defense now that it is in the 
hands of St Clair J. Fred 
Buzhardt, who will leave the 
Watergate defense to be- 
come White House counsel, 
had been the subject of pri- ■ 
vate criticism about his le- 
gal strategy. 

' White House spokesman 
Gerald L. Warren said Fri- 
day there was “no dissatis- 
faction, n but Buzhardt’s os- 
tensible promotion has not 
been accompanied by the 
usual words of presidential 



“praise. Within the White 
House* Buzhardt is lauded 
for his loyalty, but there is a 
feeling that he was over his 
head on the Watergate de- 
fense. 

One sign of the adminis- 
tration’s new posture is its 
abandonment of any further 
pretense at “Operation Can- 
dor.” 

The White House has ref- 
used to say when long-prom- 
ised documents dealing with 
the ITT and milk fund scan- 
dals will be made public. 
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